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TOURISM FOR A BETTER WORLD 

 

Health & Safety for Visitor Guides 

This topic equips both current and aspiring visitor guides with the vital knowledge of health and legal 

requirements essential for their profession. You'll gain practical skills in managing health, safety, and 

risk while leading tours. 

What will you learn? 

• An overview of health and legal requirements for visitor guiding. 

• The importance of assessing potential risks. 

• How to manage health emergencies and crises while guiding visitors. 

• Strategies for coping with pandemics and epidemics. 

Introduction to Health & Safety for Visitor Guides 

This section provides an overview of the essential health and legal requirements for visitor guiding. 

Introduction to Health and Safety for Visitor Guiding 

Description: Prioritizing Guide Health and Safety 

Welcome to this crucial learning unit, where we'll delve into a topic paramount to our profession: the 

health and safety of visitor guides. This isn't just important; it's a multifaceted and complex area that 

touches on many aspects of our work. 

First and foremost, your personal well-being is essential. While leading tours, it's vital to prioritize 

your own physical and mental health. Beyond that, we'll cover the various legal requirements and 

responsibilities that come with the job. For instance, you're obligated to adhere to the health and 

safety protocols set by tour companies, which are designed to protect both you and your guests. After 

all, as visitor guides, we bear a significant responsibility for the safety of those in our care. 
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To effectively manage these responsibilities, it's critical to understand specific risks and conduct 

thorough risk assessments. This enables us to respond appropriately to potential emergencies or 

crises. Our work can also be complicated by widespread health events like epidemics or pandemics, 

such as the recent coronavirus. We'll explore strategies for navigating these challenges in detail. 

Get ready for a learning unit packed with relevant and vital information. We're glad you're here—let's 

dive in! 

Key Health and Legal Considerations 

Prioritizing Your Well-being as a Visitor Guide 

As visitor guides, we interact with diverse groups for extended hours daily, making robust physical 

and mental strength essential. It's crucial to prioritize our own health while on tour, as we're the 

primary person in charge of the group. This isn't just about our professional responsibility; it's also 

about our personal well-being, preventing overexertion and burnout. If we're not at our best, it will 

undoubtedly impact the entire tour experience. 

Employer-Related Health and Safety Requirements 

Many visitor guides are employed by companies that have specific health and safety protocols, 

governed by employment law. It's vital to familiarize yourself with these protocols to ensure you 

comply with all employer-related requirements. 

Recommendations for Your Health and Well-being 

From my own experience, I've gathered some advice to help you maintain your physical and mental 

health, and protect against illness or burnout while guiding. 

1. Prioritize "You-Time" 

• Observe safe health practices: Get plenty of rest, eat nutritious food, and wear suitable 

clothing for the weather. Plan ahead, especially regarding time management, and schedule 

breaks. 

• Rest and switch off: Engage in activities that help you relax, whether it's listening to music, 

reading, exercising, or meditating. Ensure you get enough sleep; late nights and early 

mornings are draining. 

• Utilize training opportunities: Take advantage of professional development and training 

between tours or during the off-season. This boosts job prospects and self-confidence. 

2. Protect Your Most Important Tool: Your Voice 
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Your voice is paramount. Utilize microphones or PA systems when possible, and avoid smoky or 

dusty environments. Be mindful of how much you use your voice, plan ahead for talking duration, 

control your volume, project effectively, and choose locations that minimize ambient noise and visual 

distractions. 

3. Look After Yourself 

• Hydration: Stay constantly hydrated with appropriate and safe liquids like bottled water. Be 

moderate with alcohol, excessive eating, and drugs. 

• Clothing: Always wear clothing suited to the weather and activities. This includes rain gear, 

sun hats, scarves to protect your voice, and comfortable, appropriate footwear with 

protective socks or cushioned inserts. Remember, different activities require specific 

equipment and protective needs (e.g., head coverings for religious sites, backpacks and solid 

footwear for hiking). 

• Safe Lifting: Practice safe lifting techniques when handling baggage. Use trolleys, lifts, or ask 

for assistance when needed. 

4. Nurture Your Social Environment 

• Stay in contact with family and friends from home, as well as colleagues and locals while on 

tour. Try to maintain social interactions outside of your tour group. 

• Maintain a healthy distance from complaints and difficult guests. 

Now, it's your turn to apply these insights. Planning and preparation before a tour can make a big 

difference. 

• Create your own health requirement plan:  

o How much sleep do you need each night? 

o Do you have any special dietary requirements, pre-existing medical conditions, or 

medications needed? 

o Do you have family members or friends who can provide mental support while you're 

on tour? 

o Which activities help you relax? 

• Assess your company’s health and safety requirements:  

o What specific requirements do you need to comply with? 

 

Legal Obligations for Health and Safety in Your country's Tourism Sector 
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Understanding legal health and safety obligations and responsibilities is critical in Your country's 

vibrant tourism sector. Both tour companies and individual tour guides bear significant responsibility 

in this regard. 

To shed light on this, we held a discussion with Florian Dukic, a prominent attorney specializing in 

travel and commercial law in Germany. While his background is European, the principles he shared 

are highly relevant to our context in Your country. 

Key Discussion Points: 

Presenter: Welcome to this expert interview. Today, we're joined by Florian Dukic, our legal expert. 

As you know, visitor guides and tour operators, like any other business, have specific health and 

safety responsibilities. Let's start with where health and safety are particularly relevant. 

Florian Dukic: That depends on the specific business. For instance, if you have offices with 

employees, you must ensure they are safe workplaces. Similarly, if you operate a shop where clients 

visit, it's crucial that the premises are safe and accessible to the public. 

Most importantly for you as a visitor guide, your services must be safe. You need to ensure that 

whatever you provide, it's delivered on a very safe basis. 

Presenter: That gives us a good overview of business responsibilities. But what about the 

responsibilities of individual visitor guides when conducting a tour? What health and safety aspects 

should they consider? 

Florian Dukic: As I mentioned, a safe tour is paramount. You need to thoroughly examine the service 

you're providing. The specific health and safety regulations and measures you implement will depend 

heavily on the risks associated with the tours you offer. 

For example, if you offer hiking tours on nature trails, there might be inherent risks. As the guide 

leading tourists, you'll know these trails and their potential dangers. Your role is to identify these 

risks and then take appropriate measures to mitigate them. 

If you're offering game drives or hiking tours in wildlife areas, you'll need to take more drastic 

measures to address the associated risks. This might include having armed rangers accompanying 

the group who are properly equipped and trained to react if wild animals cross your path. 

Conversely, if you're simply guiding someone through a city, the risks are generally lower and less 

drastic, so the measures taken can be less severe. However, even in a city, you might consider 

avoiding leading elderly persons through the heat of midday. 

Presenter: We now have a clear understanding of what needs to be considered. My final question is: 

Why is health and safety so legally relevant for visitor guides? 
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Florian Dukic: It's central to your service. If you cannot guarantee or ensure that your services are 

secure and safe, clients—whether private or commercial—will be hesitant to book with you. 

Therefore, depending on your service and the level of inherent danger and risk, you'll need a safety 

and health protocol in place to meet these requirements. 

Presenter: Thank you for your valuable insights, Mr. Dukic. And thank you to our viewers for 

watching; I hope you've gained valuable knowledge, as I certainly have. 

Company Health and Safety in Your country 

In Your country, like many other countries, there are legal requirements for institutions and 

organizations to maintain health and safety procedures in the workplace. While specific legislation 

can vary, most organizations are legally obliged to provide: 

• A workplace that is without risk to health, safety, and welfare. 

• Safe and adequate machinery, equipment, and substances. 

• Appropriate plans, procedures, and work methods. 

• Suitable instruction, information, training, and supervision. 

• Adequate resources, including qualified personnel. 

Visitor Guides' Health and Safety Responsibilities 

As employees or self-employed professionals, visitor guides in Your country must strictly comply 

with company health and safety regulations to ensure customer safety and meet industry 

standards. Visitor guides are accountable for: 

• Strictly following all safety procedures and instructions outlined in the company's health and 

safety regulations. 

• Always working in a safe manner. 

• Managing risks by conducting thorough risk assessments and effectively communicating 

identified risks to customers. 

• Never carrying out a task that is dangerous or might endanger customers or themselves. 

• Using safety equipment when required. 

• Reporting all accidents and injuries, even minor ones, in compliance with established 

reporting procedures. 

Some companies may also require additional health and safety preconditions from visitor guides 

prior to employment, such as health certificates or first-aid training. 
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Legal requirements are diverse across different countries and even between tour companies. 

Therefore, being prepared is key. To get started, consider these two research tasks: 

• Find out the specific legal requirements for health and safety in the workplace in Your 

country. What are the relevant laws and regulations you need to be aware of? 

• Research your company’s health and safety regulations. What obligations do you have to 

fulfill to meet pre-employment requirements? Create a checklist to guide you. 
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